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A Time of Joy by the Lake! 
As I often say, I am grateful that God gracious-
ly put a lake in front of our Church!  If you 
caught the recent Forum presentation on Sa-
cred Space, you heard  Dr. Suzanne Nordblom 
say that it is the presence of the Lake, and our 
Church’s location at the edge of the historic 
Big Wood of Minnesota, echoed by our own 
natural construction and the beauty of our 
worship of God, that makes St. Martin’s a 
uniquely Sacred Space.  It is a space and loca-
tion to be savoured and enjoyed as we gather 
together to worship the Lord with great joy!  
 Too often I hear folks speak of Church 
attendance and involvement in the life of 
their parish community as something not so 
much enjoyed as endured.  And in the sum-
mer, in particular, the fun and play, not to 
mention the fishing, the lake offers seems in 
stark contrast to what we do in Church.   
 However, the Christian way is not 
meant to be a life of religious burden, but as 
in the words of the Psalm: “Lord, you show 
me the path of life. In your presence there is 
fullness of joy; in your right hand are pleas-
ures for evermore.”  (Psalm 16:11)  “Fullness 
of joy and pleasures evermore”, may not be 
the first things that come to mind when many 
in our culture think of Church.   
 Let me suggest that summer offers us 
an opportunity for joy by the Lake.  Summer, 
in the life of any Church, is seen as downtime, 
between the full seasons of Spring and Fall.  In 
the Summer there are fewer Church programs 
operating, there is less volunteering to do, 
and even the Staff get a break.  What better 

time to simply enjoy the Lord and each other in 
this place. 
 In this issue of the Cloak you’ll find de-
tails of upcoming events and summer re-
sources—things like Family Camp and Camp 
Crosswoods for our Youth—at St. Martin’s by 
the Lake.  Let me highlight one event in particu-
lar, our Outdoor Worship and Baptism by the 
Beach.   
 Scheduled for August 16th, our 10:30 
service that day will take place, weather per-
mitting, at the Beach at Minnetonka Beach.  
Parking at the Beach is limited to those with 
small children and those with mobility concerns.  
A shuttle van/bus will depart the Church begin-
ning at 10am.  Or better yet, come by boat!  
Please bring a camp chair, and a dish to share 
for our Annul Church picnic, which follows the 
service.   
 Consider this your invitation, as parents 
to have your child baptized, or as teens or 
adults to be baptized for the first time.   We will 
walk into the lake and use its waters to baptize.  
Please contact the Church Office if you would 
like to schedule a baptism, and there will be a 
mandatory Baptismal Class for all families the 
week before the service.   
 May your summer be full of the joys 
and pleasures of the Lake, that includes this 
uniquely sacred space where we know and ex-
perience the “Fullness of joy and pleasures ev-
ermore.” 
 
--Rev. Dave+ 
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While being by the lake, with 

all it has to offer in the Sum-

mer, St. Martin’s folk still like 

to get away together to enjoy 

fellowship, and to worship in 

God’s good creation.  We of-

fer two unique Camping expe-

riences, one for the whole 

Church family, the other for 

our Church’s youth: 

 

Family Camp 

St. Martin’s Family Camp is the 

highlight of the summer. The 

whole St. Martin’s Community 

is invited to join us June 25th-

28th, at Camp Chi Rho in An-

nandale, MN. So far we have 

11 families (47 people) who 

have signed up for Family 

Camp. There are still lots of 

St. Martin’s People 
Who are you? 

My name is Michelle Johnson.  As a cradle 

Episcopalian, growing up primarily in Ex-

celsior, my family attended Trinity where I 

was confirmed and learned the fundamen-

tals of our faith.  A spiritual seeker, 

throughout adulthood I explored many 

avenues of worship, and have joyfully come 

full circle. My parents, Thomas (deceased) 

and Patricia Nelson, have been members at 

Saint Martins for many years.  

 

Where do you live? 

Due to a distressing life event which began 

in January, I am now living with my moth-

er in Watertown while restructuring my life 

which will soon include graduate studies in 

education. 
 

What helped you ‘Anchor’ here? 

Originally, I came to St. Martin’s seeking 

solace. My dad’s remains are in the Memo-

rial Garden. I sat in the pew nearest him 

and prayed for healing, comfort and guid-

ance. I received more than I could have 

imagined. From the moment I entered 

through the red doors five months ago, I 

have been welcomed like a beloved family 

member returning home. I cannot say 

enough how grateful I am to have found 

such a treasure trove of grace. 
 

What do you do outside of St. Martin’s? 

Outside of church I enjoy spending time 

with family and friends, the arts, nature 

and exploring quirky places. 
 

What’s best about St. Martin’s? 

The newcomer classes & weekly forums 

have been extremely helpful for me in 

deepening my understanding of our faith.  

I have set anchor here at Saint Martin’s 

and am very much looking forward to the 

journey that God has in store. Blessings to 

all. 

cabins (yes real cabins) left so 

please contact the church 

ASAP.  This is a GREAT way to 

get to know church members in a 

relaxed and FUN atmosphere. All 

are welcome - friends too.   

 

Adults: $38 per day 

Children 7-11: $35 per day 

Children under 7: Free.   

Register at the Church!   

 

Adventure Camp  

@ Crosswoods 

Our Youth, entering 6th-Grade all 

the way through High School Sen-

iors are invited to Camp Cross-

woods in beautiful Drummond, 

WI.   This is an amazing place to 

test your body, make friends and 

grow in your trust of God!  From 

Two Great Camps: one for the family & one for our youth 
High Ropes to the Rave Raft, 

Mountain Biking to Kayaking, 

from Rock Climbing to Camp 

Games like James Bond and 

Water Wars: there’s always an 

adventure at Crosswoods.   

Crosswoods begins and ends 

everyday with cutting edge 

Worship and teaching, skits 

and games.  There is really no 

place like Crosswoods!   

 

Date: July19th-24th.  

Registration Deadline: July 1st.  

We depart St. Martin’s after 

the 10:30 service; and return 

by 6pm on Friday. 

$300 per student.  

(Scholarships are available.) 

Register at the Church!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ers.   Look for more info in 

the weekly Cloak and e-

Blast.   

 

Episcopal Church Arts 

Daycamp July 27 - July 31st 

Episcopal Creative Arts Day 

Camp will take place July 27-

31 from 9am-3pm at St. 

Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral. 

This camp is designed for 

children ages four through 

entering sixth grade. ECAD 

is a full week of camp activi-

ties that includes music, vis-

ual arts, tinkering, storytell-

ing, movement, and outdoor 

games. This year our theme 

that guides each day is Cir-

cling with God (How do we 

pray?). Campers will experi-

ence many new and unique 

ways to pray, exploring 

prayer in all that we do. The 

fee is $90.00.  

 

Episcobuilders 

EpiscoBuilders has breaking 

news for one of its summer 

activities and you are invited 

to join us.  On June 24 you 

can help fix up the outside 

of a home (painting, etc.) 

with Habitat's A Brush With 

Kindness program.  It is at 

3646 Emerson Ave. N., Min-

neapolis . Let Bruce 
Vestry News  

     Thanks to the gracious support of the 

family of the late Rev. Dr. Dick Byrd, St. 

Martin’s by the Lake is pleased to announce 

the creation of the Byrd Curacy, and the 

calling of the soon to be ordained Rev. Dave 

Mowers as our first Curate. A Curate, in our 

tradition, is an Assisting Priest called for a 

defined term to continue training after ordi-

nation. The Byrd Curacy will offer newly 

ordained priests a two year stipend intern-

ship to learn the priesthood that includes a 

commitment to their continuing education 

and mentor-ship for them. Their responsibil-

ities here include Pastoral Care and Adult 

Formation. The Rev. Dr. Dick Byrd was a 

long time Priest of the Church, with signifi-

cant ministry in the marketplace, and former 

Associate here. He had a gift for integrating 

faith, life and vocation who’s preaching fo-

cused the issues of the day through the lens of 

scripture. Learning and continuing the Byrd 

legacy is an essential feature of the Curacy.  

      

 The Rev. Dave Mowers is currently a Transi-

tional Deacon and has most recently worked 

in the Registrars Office at Bethel Universi-

ty.  He and his wife, Elizabeth, live in New 

Brighton, and they expect their first child in 

August.  Dave also served as a Deacon Intern 

here at St. Martin’s in 2014. When asked in 

our Easter 2014 Cloak about what drives his 

life, Dave replied, “I am passionate about Je-

sus and about having Him shape the way that 

we live our daily lives.”  Dave will be or-

dained to the Priesthood on June 20th at 1:00 

pm, at the Breck School Field house.  The 

Rev. Dave Mowers’ first Sunday as the Byrd 

Curate will be on July 5th.   
...Your faith, your family, your values!  

Moulton, at  

mlakelandcp@aol.com, know 

if you can participate.  It will 

be greatly appreciated. Thank 

you. 

 

Curate Ordination 

On Saturday, June 20, 2015, 

the Episcopal Church in Min-

nesota will ordain 33 people 

who come from 18 faith com-

munities one being the new St. 

Martin’s Curate, Dave Mow-

ers.  Dave has de-

scribed himself in this way:  

"I grew up in a small town in 

Northern Illinois but have 

called Minnesota home for the 

last 12 years. I am passionate 

about helping people to con-

nect their everyday lives with 

the riches of the Christian tra-

dition. Messiah in St. Paul is my 

sponsoring faith community, 

and I also served as an intern 

at St. Martin's-by-the-Lake in 

Minnetonka Beach. Beginning 

in July, I will serve as the Rev. 

Richard Byrd Curate at St. 

Martin's-by-the-Lake." 

 

Outdoor Worship,  

Baptism + Picnic  

Scheduled for August 16, 

2015.  Baptism in the Lake will 

be celebrated, if you or a fami-

ly member would like to be 
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Kunnari & Mona Harmann.        Our New Curate.                                   at a recent Music Forum.  

 

baptized please contact the 

Church office. A BBQ pot-

luck lunch will follow. Grilled 

burgers, grilled hot dogs, 

buns and beverages will be 

provided. Please plan to bring 

a dish to share: A-L brings a 

side dish or salad; M-Z brings 

a dessert. Parking at the 

beach is limited; a shuttle will 

provide rides to and from the 

Church parking lot. Dress 

casually and don’t forget to 

bring your own seating. 

 

Nursery Help wanted 

We need a person who loves 

to spend time with the littlest 

ones of St. Martin’s.  It is a 

great way to get a little extra 

money.   Please contact Mar-

tha Mason for more infor-

mation at  

stmartins @mchsi.com or call 

952 471 8490. 

  

End the Summer with 

Labor Day Fireworks at 

the Honour’s Home  

We’ll gather as a Church 

family on the lawn at the 

shores of the Lake, on Sun-

day, September 6th 

 

Welcome Sunday  

Education for all ages returns 

September 13th.    

Worship Discernment 

Survey! 

Our Worship Discernment 

Team has created a congrega-

tional music survey, which will 

be handed out and completed 

at services on June 14th. The 

Committee is seeking congre-

gational feedback to assist 

them in the search and hiring 

of a permanent music direc-

tor. Please be part of this very 

important process by letting 

us know your opinion.   

The music survey will also be 

emailed to members on Mon-

day, June 15th and will be 

available through the website 

beginning Monday, June 

15th.  The deadline for sub-

mitting completed surveys is 

Monday, June 22nd.  It is very 

important that we hear from 

each of you – please take the 

time to logon to the ‘Worship 

Discernment Page’ and click 

the link to the ‘2015 Congre-

gational Music Survey’ or re-

spond to the personal email 

that you receive. 

 

SPLASH ZONE  

The St. Martin’s Garden is 

planted! Please come help 

weed and water after church 

on Sundays. Located outside 

of the back door by the park-

ing lot. The garden has toma-

toes plants (cherry, Big Girl 

and Big Boy), variety of let-

tuces and herbs, zucchini, red 

and green peppers, cucum-

bers, string beans and pump-

kins.   SPLASH Zone will start 

again on Welcome Sunday, 

September 13th at 10:15am!    

 

Spirit of the Lakes Parade 

Sat. July 18th at 10:00 a.m. 

Again this year, St. Martins by 

the Lake will have a float at 

the Mound Spirit of the Lakes.  

We always love to have mem-

bers of the Church atop our 

float to greet the parade go-


